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Press-release
„Barometer of Public Opinion– April-May 2010”

Soros Foundation Moldova pleads for correct and transparent tools for social-political and economic life reflection and for ensuring the access of civil society to information. To this end, a public opinion survey programme – “Barometer of Public Opinion in Moldova”- was launched in 1998.  

First two polls were conducted in 1998. The following polls were conducted, with the financial support of SOROS Foundation Moldova, by the Institute for Public Policy.  

The surveys focused on the following issues: electoral options, rating of main political parties and personalities, living standards and life quality, economic and social Government policy, other major issues. 

In April-May 2010, the Institute for Public Policy commissioned a new public opinion poll which was conducted by „CIVIS” Centre for Analysis and Sociological, Political and Psychological Surveys.
The poll was conducted within the period April, 24 – May, 14, 2010 on a sample of 1 115 people of 75 communities, representative for the adult population of the Republic of Moldova (excluding the Transnistrian area). The maximal sampling error is  ± 3%.
Major Results
Economy – General Issues
· In the opinion of 64% of respondents, the Republic of Moldova is moving towards a wrong direction. The share of people who expressed such an opinion has increased by 10% compared to the poll conducted in November 2009. Such an opinion was mainly expressed by people of a nationality other than Moldavian/Romanian (mainly by people of Russian nationality), as well as by people with a lower and middle educational background and with a low social-economic level. 

· Most of respondents (over 3/4) are still discontent with Government policies in major fields of social life: employment (90%), salaries (88%), living standards (88%); as well as in such fields as fighting against corruption (79%), industry (79%), agriculture (77%), pensions (76%), settlement of the Transnistrian conflict (77%) and health care (72%). The share of people who show discontentment with the situation in the above-mentioned fields has been slowly increasing over the last year. Compared to the survey conducted in November 2009, the level of contentment with the situation in the fields under consideration has reduced by 1.5-2 times.

· 65% of the sample are discontent with the present economic situation in the country; nearly 30% of the sample consider that the present economic situation has not changed compared to last year, while 48% of them think that the economic situation has worsened and their share has increased by 8% compared to the previous poll.
· As far as the respondents’ opinions concerning the economic prospects of the Republic of Moldova for next year are concerned, it turns out that there is a share of 26% of optimistic people, while 23% of the sample do not expect any changes in the economic situation. A share of  nearly 30% of respondents are suspicious about the future, as they consider that the economic situation in the country will worsen, compared to the present one, and the share of this category increased by 10% since the previous poll. 
· About 88% of the sample consider that the Republic of Moldova is touched by the global financial crisis. 43% of respondents think that the country is to a large extent touched by the crisis. Six respondents in ten stated that either they or someone in their family are affected by the financial crisis. The age-group 18-44 seems to be the most touched by the global financial crisis.      
· In the respondents’ opinion, the prior measures required to improve the social-economic situation in the country should be focussed on developing the economic sector -  developing industry (38%), supporting small business in farming sector (32%), encouraging investments (31%), as well as on  enhancing the tools for law enforcement (36%). 
Life Quality – Social Issues
· The economic security remains the major concern for the Republic of Moldova; most of respondents (77%) consider they do not have a decent living: the income of 34% of population is not enough „at least for the essential”, while 43% of them can have just the essential for their living. Such a poverty threshold remains constant, with some insignificant fluctuations, over the past 8 years. Old-age people (90%) and people with a low social-economic level (89%) are the most affected.
· Most of people are still concerned the most about prices (63%, i.e. an increase by 10% compared to the previous poll) and poverty (53%, an increased percentage compared to the previous poll), while a significant share of respondents are concerned about unemployment (47%, this indicator is constant since the start of the global financial crisis) and children’s future (42%). The concern about prices was mainly expressed by old-age people (73%). The problem of corruption is conceived as more pressing by people of the urban areas, people with a higher education background and with an average and high social-economic level.  

· Nearly 44% of respondents are discontent with their living, such an index having increased by 6% compared to the previous poll. Their discontentment is caused firstly by the shortage of money (85% are not so content or discontent) and political life in the country (82%). 

· Almost half of respondents (45%) stated their living has not changed compared to the one of a year ago, and one third of respondents stated their living has worsened, such an index having increased since the previous poll. On the other hand, the level of optimism concerning the living in a year remains constant.

· Television remains the most important source of information for the population (90%) and this is also the source of information in which 67% of people trust in the most. Radio is the most important source of information for 37% of the sample and only 16% of the sample (mainly, people with a higher educational background) stated that newspapers are the primary source of information for them. For the first time, Internet ranked on the third position among the most important sources of information – 21% of respondents who are mainly male, inhabitants of the urban areas, young people (half of the age-group 18-29 get mainly informed by the means of Internet!), people with a higher education background and with a high social-economic level. Internet ranked second among the most trustful sources of information.
· The adult population of the Republic of Moldova gets mostly informed by the means of the following TV channels: Moldova 1 (50%) and Prime TV (45%). Nearly one fourth of the sample get informed by Pro TV channel (28%) and NIT (25%). One of the newly-established TV channels - Jurnal TV- proved to have a spectacular launch with a share of 7 % of respondents’ options.

· The radio stations with the largest audience as a source of information are Radio Moldova (47%) and Radio Noroc (29%). 

· As far as Moldova 1 National TV channel was concerned, 42% of respondents (33% more than in 2008) stated that it reflects the events correctly and impartially. 

· Nearly 45% of the sample (i.e. twice more than in 2008) consider that Moldova 1 Public TV channel and Radio Moldova public station provide equal access to all political parties. 

Politics
· The level of people’s concern about politics has considerably increased over the past two years – from 14% in October 2008 to 30% at present. The concern about the political life in the country was mostly expressed by men, people of the urban areas, young people and people with a higher educational background.   
· The share of respondents who consider that they can influence on the decisions to be taken at the local and national level has significantly increased (it has doubled) over the past two years (compared to the survey conducted late in 2008). 
· The level of people’s trust in the most important State institutions shows a significant decrease (compare to the previous poll): Government – from 44% to 27%, Parliament – from 41% to 26%, President– from 35% to 24%. People trust the least in political parties (17% expressed very much trust or some trust) and trade unions (19%). 

· Among the political personalities, the highest levels of trust are given to Marian Lupu (43%, what is a significant decrease by 8% compared to the previous poll) and Vlad Filat (43%), followed by Vladimir Voronin (36%) and Dorin Chirtoacă (30%). In fact, there is a general decrease in the level of trust in political leaders, but the decrease is particularly significant with respect to Marian Lupu (8%) and Zinaida Greceanîi (5%)
· Among the political parties, the Party of Communists (38%) still enjoys the highest level of trust, followed at a short distance by the Liberal-Democratic Party (34%). Other parties enjoying a relatively high level of trust (compared to other parties) are: Liberal Party (28,5%) and Democratic Party (27%), but the latter registered a considerable decrease by 13%, compared to the previous survey

· If legislative election was held in the Republic of Moldova, 40% of people who expressed an electoral option would vote for the Party of Communists. The respondents who opted for the Party of Communists are mainly old-age people, representatives of ethnic minorities, people with a low educational background and with a low social-economic level. The other parties which could overpass the electoral threshold are: Liberal-Democratic Party (26%), Democratic Party (12%) and Liberal Party (11%). To point out in this context that the share of undecided people decreased compared to the results of the previous survey (from 29% to 22%). In the same time, the compared analysis of the electoral options expressed at the past elections and of the electoral intentions reveals a decrease in the number of electoral intentions favourable to the Party of Communists (by nearly 4%) alongside with a slight increase of electoral intentions favourable for other three parties.
· In the same time, the Party of Communists is on the first position in the top of parties for which the population would not vote in any case with a share of 35%, compared to the People’s Christian-Democratic Party (18%), Liberal Party (17%), Liberal-Democratic Party (11%) and Democratic Party (8%); the respondents who would not support the Party of Communists are (over 45%) young people, people of Moldavian/Romanian nationality and people with a higher education background and a high social-economic level. 
· Almost 2/3 of respondents do not support the idea of Parliament’s dissolution, but, in the same time, half of them consider that the law should be obeyed, while another half of this share think that the Constitution’s provisions concerning the election of the head of state ought to be modified. A third of respondents consider that the Party of Communists is responsible for the current situation and another third think that such a situation occurred because of the Alliance for European Integration or some of its elements.     

· Nearly 76% of the sample support the idea of modifying the procedure for election of the head of state, opting for direct election of the President by the electorate. 

· Among the possible successors to the Presidency, the most chances are given to ex-President Vladimir Voronin (25%), followed by Marian Lupu (20%) and Vlad Filat (18%).

· Nearly 67% of the sample consider that the people’s will does not rule in the Republic of Moldova and this share increased by 15% compared to 2008. 
· The respondents expressed different opinions about the protests held on 7th of April 2009: 40% consider that it was in fact an attempt of takeover of state power, while 41% think that the protests were peaceful actions at the beginning, become chaotic and degenerated into devastation actions; only 1,5% of the sample consider that the protests were in fact a provocation organized by the former ruling party. 29% of respondents think that the responsibility for consequences of the protests lays on the Party of Communists and 27% - on former opposition parties. One fifth of respondents could not express any opinion on this issue.
· 97% of the population aged over 18 are aware of the protests held in April 2009, half of them (mostly, representatives of ethnic minorities) consider that the protests were totally unjustified.
Social-Political Issies
· 3/4 of respondents consider that religion should be a school subject, but most of them think it should be optional; 77% of respondents plead for teaching the orthodox Christian religion and a fifth of the sample consider that each chid has the right to religious education depending on its own religion.
· According to nearly 2/3 of respondents, there should be one official language in the Republic of Moldova, while 31% of them are against it – mostly, representatives of ethnic minorities. 1/3 of the sample stated that the official language should be named Romanian, while 2/3 of the sample – Moldavian.
· 54% of population would accept Russian language as the second official language.

· Approximately one third of the sample (mainly, the ethnical minorities) expressed a positive attitude towards the communist regime which ruled in Moldova until the year 1990, one third – a negative attitude and another third showed indifference towards this issue. In the same time, over 70% of the sample are little informed or not informed at all about such events occurred in Moldova during the period 1940-1990, as deportations, physical extermination, organized famine and forced collectivisation. 

· Approximately 44% of respondents stated that their parents were affected by the organized famine, 39% – by forced collectivisation, 33% - by deportations and 23% - by physical extermination. Such responses were mostly given by representatives of ethnic minorities. Averagely, 55% of respondents (mainly, the ones with a higher educational background) characterize such events as crime, accusing the former communist regime of it (61%). In the same time, 1/3 of respondents could not say who is responsible for such crimes. Averagely, 40% of respondents consider that such crimes must be officially condemned by Government of the Republic of Moldova.
· The poll revealed that, from the perspective of the attitude towards the event occurred 70 years ago on the 28th of June – annexation of Basarabia to the USSR, there is a clear division between the population of Moldavian/Romanian nationality and the minorities. The largest share of minorities characterize that event as the liberation against the Romanian occupation, while half of the Moldavian/Romanian population consider it as the occupation of a part of Romania. One third of respondents could not express any opinion about that event. 

Foreign Relations
· The people’s opinions concerning the relationship between our country and the European Union and NATO revealed a slow decrease over the past two years of the options favourable to joining the EU or NATO. 61% of the sample are for accession to the EU and only 22% - for joining NATO. 
· On the other hand, 50% of the population consider that Russia should be the most important strategic partner of the Republic of Moldova, while 36% of them opted for the European Union. 
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